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P.A.S.: Change of Zone #74HP DATE: July 11, 2002
Landmark District Designation

PROPOSAL: A committee of neighbors has  requested landmark district designation
of the East Campus Neighborhood Landmark District, in the general
vicinity of N. 37th and Holdrege Streets.

CONCLUSION: Designation of the East Campus Neighborhood Landmark District
appears to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and with Chapter
27.57 of the Zoning Code (Historic Preservation District). 

RECOMMENDATION:   Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:   

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 
Lots 1-5, 7, 8 Paines Subdivision; 

Lots 1-16, Block 1; Lots 1-3, Block 2; Lots 2-10, Block 8; Woods Bros. University
Addition, including the public property consisting of the median islands on Idylwild
Drive between Holdrege and Orchard Streets and the triangular park commonly
referred to as Idylwild Park, generally located at the intersection of Idylwild Drive and
Apple Street; 

Lots 1-48, University Park; 

Lots 1-3 and Outlot A, Block 1; Lots 1-6, Block 2; Lots 1-3, Block 3; Lots 1-24 and
Outlots B and C, Block 4; Lots 6-11 and Outlot D, Block 5;  Hazelhurst;

Lots 1-12, Block 1; Lots 1-24, Block 2; Lots 1-12, Block 3; Second Hazelhurst;

Lots 1-15, Block 1; Lots 1-15, Block 2; Third Hazelhurst;

Lots 1-4, Hergenrader Subdivision;

Lots 1-17, Meadow Lark Addition;

and the following Irregular Tracts in Section 19, Township 10 North, Range 7 East: Lots
89, 91-94, and 98 IT;
along with the vacated Rights of Way of former “Y” Street property running NE from
Idylwild Drive to N. 37th Street, north of Lot 98 IT in Sec. 19-T10N-R7E and dividing
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Outlot D of Hazelhurst. (Vacation ordinance #13207); the  former alley running west
from 37th Street between Lot 37 of University Park to the north and Outlot D, Block 5
of  Hazelhurst. (Vacation ordinance # 2134); and the former alley running east from 37th

to 38th Streets between Lots 36 and 13 of University Park to the north and Outlots C
and B, Block 4 of Hazelhurst to the south. (Vacation ordinance #4140);

all in the northeast quarter of Sec. 19-T10N-R7E, Lincoln, Lancaster County,
Nebraska. 

LOCATION: Generally bounded by Holdrege on the north, Idylwild Drive on the west,
Apple Street on the south, and N. 40th Street on the east. 

APPLICANT: Cindy and David Loope, Steve and Pat Schock, Richard and Lisa
Sutton, Beth and Ron Goble, and Margaret Bloom
c/o Loope
1300 N. 37th Street
Lincoln, NE 68503
(402)466-5396

CONTACT: Cindy Loope
1300 N. 37th Street
Lincoln, NE 68503
(402)466-5396

EXISTING ZONING: R-2 and R-6 residential.

SIZE: 48 acres, more or less. 

EXISTING LAND USE: residences and fraternity house.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING: P (Public Use–University of Nebraska) to north
(East Campus) and east (Varner Hall); R-2 (Residential) to east, west, and south; MoPac Trail
and Farmhouse fraternity to south; MoPac Trail runs along south boundary of district on
abandoned Missouri Pacific RR right-of-way.  

HISTORY:  Urban residential development of this area began in the 1910s, following the
expansion of academic programs at the former University Experimental Farm (East Campus);
most houses were built in 1910s and ‘20s but construction continued in 1930s, ‘40s, and ‘50s.
The “Interurban” Line of the OL&B Railroad served the area from 1905 through the 1920s; its
former ROW serves as a pedestrian path from Idylwild to N. 38th St. through the center of this
district.
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UTILITIES: This area is served by all City utilities.

PUBLIC SERVICE: This area is served by all City public services.

ESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS:
Designation as a landmark district provides recognition and implements Preservation
Guidelines and design review of exterior changes.  Both the recognition and the design review
would assist current and future owners in maintaining the historic and architectural character
of the district. 

ALTERATIVE USES:
Approval of this application would not change the permitted uses in the landmark district.

ANALYSIS:  

1. Lincoln Municipal Code, section 27.57.120 provides for designation of landmark
districts that are “Associated with events, person, or persons who have made a
significant contribution to the history, heritage, or culture of the City of Lincoln, the
County of Lancaster, the State of Nebraska, or the United States" or that “Represent
a distinctive architectural style or innovation..."

2. The Historic Preservation Commission held public hearings on this matter and voted
unanimously to recommend that the proposed area be recognized as a Lincoln
Landmark District for its close association with many leading figures from the
University of Nebraska (especially its agricultural programs at East Campus) and for
its architectural character, which displays a wide range of scales and styles of the first
half of the 20th Century.  

  
3. The district includes 177 houses, of which 171–over 96%--are regarded as

contributing to the historic character of the district.  This is a very high percentage for
a landmark district in Lincoln or anywhere.  The six properties classified as “non-
contributing” were so identified on the basis of their dates of construction--between
1957 and 1975.  Most are of very compatible scale with the rest of the district.

4. Preservation guidelines for the proposed landmark district are attached.  They are
adapted from the district guidelines developed in 1983 for use in the residential
landmark districts of Lincoln.  In the process of preparing this district’s application, the
standard guidelines were carefully reviewed with property owners and several
improvements were made for clarity, practicality, and to reflect experience from the ten
other residential landmark districts.
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5. The application is enclosed.  

6. The 2025 Comprehensive Plan includes as a strategy (p. F136)  to “Continue efforts
to inventory, research, evaluate and celebrate the full range of historic resources
throughout Lancaster County, collaborating with individuals, associations, and
institutions, and designating landmarks and districts through the local preservation
ordinance and the National Register of Historic Places.”

Prepared by:

________________________
Edward F. Zimmer, Ph. D.
Historic Preservation Planner
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